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Theatre	  7710	  Method:	  	  

Historiography	  
SYLLABUS	  

	  
	  
TERM:	   Spring	  2020	  
CREDITS:	   3	  
LEVEL:	   G	  
CLASS	  TIME:	   Tuesday	  2:20	  PM-‐5:00	  PM	  
LOCATION:	   Drake	  2072	  

INSTRUCTOR:	   	  	  
OFFICE:	   	  
EMAIL:	   	  
OFFICE	  HOURS:	  Wed	  1-‐3	  PM	  or	  by	  appointment

	  
	  
DESCRIPTION:	  
In	  this	  course,	  we	  will	  explore	  the	  ways	  theatre	  and	  performance	  history	  have	  been	  (and	  could	  be)	  written.	  
Attention	  will	  be	  paid	  to	  the	  roles	  of	  evidence,	  embodiment,	  and	  narrative.	  Throughout	  we	  will	  ask	  the	  
question:	  how	  can	  we	  write	  a	  history	  of	  an	  evanescent	  art?	  To	  what	  end?	  
	  
REQUIRED	  TEXTS	  (available	  at	  Campus	  Bookstore-‐Barnes	  and	  Noble):	  
•  Bial,	  Henry	  and	  Scott	  Magellson,	  eds.	  Theatre	  Historiography:	  Critical	  Interventions.	  UMichigan	  Press,	  2010.	  
9780472051335.	  

•  Canning,	  Charlotte	  and	  Thomas	  Postlewait,	  eds.	  Representing	  the	  Past:	  Essays	  in	  Performance	  
Historiography.	  University	  of	  Iowa	  Press,	  2010.	  ISBN	  9781587299056.	  

•  Roach,	  Joseph.	  Cities	  of	  the	  Dead:	  Circum-‐Atlantic	  Performance.	  Columbia	  University	  Press,	  1996.	  ISBN	  
9780231104616.	  

•  Taylor,	  Diana.	  The	  Archive	  and	  the	  Repertoire:	  Performing	  Cultural	  Memory	  in	  the	  Americas.	  Duke	  University	  
Press,	  2003.	  ISBN	  9780822331230	  

•  McConachie,	  Nellhaus,	  Sorgenfrei,	  Underiner,	  eds.	  Theatre	  Histories:	  An	  Introduction.	  Third	  edition.	  
Routledge,	  2016.	  ISBN	  9780415837965.	  

•  Additional	  readings	  on	  Carmen.	  
	  
COURSE	  GOALS:	  
Students	  will:	  

•   Grapple	  with	  core	  historiographical	  problems	  in	  the	  fields	  of	  theatre	  and	  performance	  studies	  
•   Develop	  a	  historiographical	  acuity	  in	  their	  own	  area	  of	  specialization	  
•   Address	  historiographical	  issues	  that	  arise	  in	  the	  teaching	  of	  theatre	  and	  performance	  history	  

	  
ASSIGNMENTS	  
Engagement:	  	  For	  each	  set	  of	  readings,	  draft	  a	  2	  page	  engagement	  with	  the	  material	  that	  includes	  both	  a	  	  

precis	  of	  the	  assignments	  and	  your	  queries	  about	  them.	  Worth	  10%.	  
	  
Archives:	   Find	  an	  archive	  that	  engages	  your	  research.	  Request	  an	  item.	  Explore	  its	  potentials.	  Write	  a	  5	  

page	  essay	  that	  engages	  that	  object	  historiographically.	  Worth	  10%.	  
	  
Narratives:	   Find	  a	  theatre	  history	  book	  written	  prior	  to	  1970	  in	  your	  area	  of	  interest.	  Seek	  out	  its	  narrative.	  	  
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Explore	  how	  it	  deploys	  historiography.	  Write	  a	  5	  page	  essay,	  and	  present	  in	  class.	  Worth	  20%	  
	  
Pedagogy:	   Create	  a	  syllabus	  for	  a	  one	  semester	  theatre	  history	  course	  that	  includes	  a	  course	  description,	  	  

learning	  goals,	  reading	  list,	  and	  one	  backwards-‐designed	  classroom	  exercise	  or	  assignment	  that	  
pertains	  to	  it.	  Worth	  20%	  

	  
Colloquium:	   Come	  prepared	  to	  present	  for	  at	  least	  10	  minutes	  on	  your	  final	  project,	  and	  also	  to	  engage	  in	  a	  	  

colloquium	  style	  conversation	  about	  all	  the	  work	  in	  class	  that	  zeroes	  in	  on	  questions	  of	  
methodology.	  Worth	  10%	  

	  
Essay:	   	   Write	  a	  20	  page	  essay	  on	  a	  subject	  of	  your	  choice	  that	  both	  engages	  primary	  source	  material	  	  

and	  demonstrates	  a	  sophisticated	  approach	  to	  historiographical	  methods.	  Worth	  30%	  
	  
	  
GRADING:	  	  	  

Engagement	  .......................................................	  10%	  
Archives	  ..............................................................	  10%	  
Narratives	  ...........................................................	  20%	  
Pedagogy	  ............................................................	  20%	  
Colloquium	  .........................................................	  10%	  
Essay	  ...................................................................	  30%	  
Total	   100%	  

	  
	  
	  
Attendance:	  Expected.	  
	  
ACADEMIC	  MISCONDUCT:	  	  It	  is	  the	  responsibility	  of	  the	  Committee	  on	  Academic	  Misconduct	  to	  investigate	  or	  
establish	  procedures	  for	  the	  investigation	  of	  all	  reported	  cases	  of	  student	  academic	  misconduct.	  The	  term	  
“academic	  misconduct”	  includes	  all	  forms	  of	  student	  academic	  misconduct	  wherever	  committed;	  illustrated	  
by,	  but	  not	  limited	  to,	  cases	  of	  plagiarism	  and	  dishonest	  practices	  in	  connection	  with	  examinations.	  Instructors	  
shall	  report	  all	  instances	  of	  alleged	  academic	  misconduct	  to	  the	  committee	  (Faculty	  Rule	  3335-‐5-‐487).	  For	  
additional	  information,	  see	  the	  Code	  of	  Student	  Conduct	  (http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/).	  

	  
Students	  with	  documented	  disabilities	  who	  have	  registered	  
with	  the	  Office	  of	  Student	  Life	  Disability	  Services	  will	  be	  
appropriately	  accommodated	  and	  should	  inform	  the	  instructor	  
as	  soon	  as	  possible	  of	  their	  needs.	  SLDS	  is	  located	  in	  098	  Baker	  
Hall,	  113	  W.	  12th	  Ave;	  Tel.:	  614-‐292-‐3307;	  VRS:	  614-‐429-‐1334;	  
Email:	  slds@osu.edu;	  Web:	  slds.osu.edu	  
	  
FOR	  YOUR	  SAFETY,	  the	  OSU	  Student	  Safety/Escort	  Service	  is	  available	  after	  7	  p.m.	  by	  dialing	  292-‐3322.	   	  

Grading	  Scale:	  
	   93	  -‐	   100.0	   A	  
	   90	  -‐	   92.9	   A-‐	  
	   87	  -‐	   89.9	   B+	  
	   83	  -‐	   86.9	   B	  
	   80	  -‐	   82.9	   B-‐	  
	   77	  -‐	   79.9	   C+	  
	   73	  -‐	   76.9	   C	  
	   70	  -‐	   72.9	   C-‐	  
	   67	  -‐	   69.9	   D+	  
	   60	  -‐	   66.9	   D	  
	   0	  -‐	   59.9	   E	  
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COURSE	  CALENDAR	  

	  
Week	  1	   Introductions	  
	   	   Structures,	  narratives	  	   	   Intro	  to	  Theatre	  Historiography	  

Intro	  to	  Representing	  the	  Past	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Intro	  to	  Theatre	  Histories	  
	  
Week	  2	  	   	  
	   	   Archives	   	   	   	   Representing	  37-‐192	  
	   	   Talking	  about	  your	  research	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  
Week	  3	  
	   	   Space,	  identity	  	   	   	   Representing	  195-‐330	  
	  
Week	  4	   	  
	   	   Narrative	   	   	   	   Representing	  333-‐403	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Theatre	  Historiography	  11-‐57	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   On	  Carmen:	  Hayden	  White	  

	  
Week	  5	   	  
	   	   Stakes	   	   	   	   	   Theatre	  Historiography	  61-‐174	  
	  	  
Week	  6	   	  

Performance	   	   	   	   Theatre	  Historiography	  177-‐286

Week	  7	   	  
	   	   Narrative	  &	  Stakes	  revisited	   	   Due:	  	  Narrative	  
	  
Week	  8	   	  
	   	   Model	  1	   	   	   	   Cities	  of	  the	  Dead
	  
Week	  9	   	  
	   	   Archives	   	   	   	   Due:	  Archives	  
	  
Week	  10	   	  
	   	   Model	  2	   	   	   	   The	  Archive	  and	  the	  Repertoire	   	   	  
	  
Week	  11	   	  
	   	   Writing	  workshop:	  telling	  your	  story	  
	  
Week	  12	   	  
	   	   How	  to	  teach	  it	  1?	   	   	   Theatre	  Histories
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Week	  13	  
	   	   How	  to	  teach	  it	  2?	   	   	   On	  Carmen:	  Davis,	  Balme	  “A	  Cultural	  History	  of	  Theatre:	  A	  	  

Prospectus”	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   On	  Carmen:	  Davis,	  Balme	  “A	  Cultural	  History	  of	  Theatre:	  A	  	  

Desideratum”
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Due:	  Pedagogy	  assignment	  
	  
Week	  14	   	  
	   	   Reflections,	  expansions	   	   On	  Carmen:	  Postlewait,	  Woods	   	   	  
	  
Week	  15	  
	   	   Presentations	   	   	   	   Due:	  Colloquium	  
	  
Final	  essays	  are	  due	  by	  midnight	  on	  the	  date	  of	  our	  final.	  
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